MATERIALS AND METHODS
In August 1997, sixteen adult (eight males and eight females) and seven immature (four males and three females) nematodes were recovered from one specimen of the rattlesnake Crotalus durissus Linnaeus, 1758 found dead in the area of the Itaipu Binacional Reserve, Foz do Iguaçu, State of Paraná, Brazil.
Nematodes were fixed in hot 70º GL ethanol and processed for study as described elsewhere (PINTO et al. 2001) . Measurements are in millimeters, unless otherwise indicated, with means in parenthesis. "En face" jelly mounts were obtained in accordance with ANDERSON (1958) . Figures were made with the aid of a drawing tube connected to a Olympus microscope. Type and voucher specimens were deposited in the Helminthological Collection of the Oswaldo Cruz Institute (CHIOC), preserved as whole mounts or as wet material.
RESULTS
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Figs. 1-7
Description: based on eight males and eight females. Ascarididae. wide.
Mouth common to the ascaridoids, with three lips, the dorsal bearing two large outer papillae and the latero-ventral with one papilla each. Fig. 2 ; 0.5 mm in Figs. 3, 5, 7; 0.7 mm in Figs. 1, 4, 6. Another point refers to the length of the ovijector (vagina vera) of females of O. durissus sp. nov. when compared to the illustrated for O. freitasi, that is of 1.2 mm in the former and 7.0 mm in the latter. However, this parameter was not taken into account, since HOA & LIEN (1970) did not clearly refer to the length of the ovijector in the text; the obtained value (present paper) was calculated with basis on the figure bar only and thus, considered unreliable.
